Mary: An Ordinary Girl; An Extraordinary Response
                    December 3, 2017
Fifteen and Greatly Troubled
Coffee/Question

How do you typically react when someone show up at your house that you weren’t expecting?
“Who” is at the door, and the time of day, influences your reaction.
If it’s a policeman late at night…?

If it’s one of your kids who has been away at college…?

If it’s your mother-in-law…?
When Barb and I were first married we had a five-year plan.
We’d both work; pay off school loans; and then…. we’d have children.

It was a great plan.

Four months after we were married Barb started to not feel well. 

After a few days, with no improvement, she went to see the doctor. 

Later that same day, she showed up where I was working. 

I knew, the fact that she had come to my workplace...meant whatever her news was, it was big. 
She told me…. she was pregnant. 
I was in shock. 

I couldn’t figure out how it had happened.

Listen to the Scripture that describes what happened when an angel showed up at Mary’s home.  Read Luke 1:26-30.
Look at the detail Luke gives!
a specific time 

- “In the sixth month…”  (of her cousin Elizabeth’s pregnancy)
a specific messenger 
- “…God sent the angel Gabriel…”
a specific location 

- “…to Nazareth, a town in Galilee…”
a specific person 

- “…to a virgin…[whose name was Mary].”
a specific situation 
- “…[Mary was] pledged to be married to a man named 




Joseph, a descendant of David.”
How did Mary respond to Gabriel? Luke 1:29.
“Greatly troubled,” means she was perplexed, alarmed.
Mary was also afraid – Luke 1:30a.
What’s interesting is that what stirred fear in Mary, was not seeing Gabriel, 
but hearing how he greeted her.
Luke 1:28 - “You’re highly favored!” “The Lord is with you!”
There is something important here that must shape our thinking of what it means, to be a part of what God is doing.
Sometimes I’ve heard people say, “I know this is God’s will for me because my heart is at peace.” Or, “I can’t do...such and such.... because I’m not at peace.”
I myself have said those very things in the past.
Sometimes… that is... how it is.
But there are other times when... what God wants us to do, will cause us to shake with fear – as Mary did.
If we only move with God when our hearts are at peace, this passage impresses upon us that we will miss God-orchestrated opportunities.
Erwin McManus writes: Some moments carry within them the capacity to shape a lifetime…The greater the moment’s opportunity, the greater the risk required. 
This reality is fundamental to the Christian faith.
There is no greater moment filled with eternal ramifications, than the moment 
we turn from our sin and turn to Christ. 
In that moment, when we are invited to receive the infinite grace of God, we are required to give up, to lay down, everything we have.

To have the life that Jesus Christ offers us, we must in that moment commit ourselves to die.  If we are unwilling to die to self, we are unable to receive the life only God can give.  The moment in which we have the most to gain is also the moment we have the most to surrender.

This truth is consistent to life itself: the greatest opportunities require 
the highest risk. And with that risk...there can be fear.

If we want to live life to the fullest, we must be willing to trust God and risk everything. If heaven had an advertising section, it would take a full-page ad that read: Wanted – risk takers for God.”               Chasing Daylight, p.137.
Mary’s sense of fear was not one of horror or terror, but a fear of...

...what… was God… going to ask of her? 


...what would she have to risk?

...what would she have to lay down?

LIFE CONNECTION: 
As we follow Jesus, he teaches us to trust – not our feelings - but HIM. 
Let’s press on into the story.
Gabriel told Mary that she was highly favored by God.
What does it mean to be a person whom God favors?

In some families, there is rivalry and tension between siblings, because one child 
is favored above the others. 

Is that what was meant when Gabriel told Mary she was highly favored? 

When compared to others, did God consider Mary extra special?
If God was giving out gifts, would Mary have gotten the biggest and the best?

At one point in his life, the apostle Peter thought he and the Jewish people were favorites of God. 
But then God asked Peter, to do the unthinkable - to go to the home of a Roman centurion, (a Gentile) and share the gospel with him and his family.
Peter said that experience taught him …  “God does not show favoritism…” Acts 10:34-35
God’s favor can only be understood in the context of...his holiness. 
Because God is holy, he is passionately opposed to all that is unholy.
To every one of us God says, “You have sinned and missed the mark of my standard.”  But to every one of us God also says, “I love you.”
How can God avidly hate our sin, yet passionately love us? 

The story of Christmas gives to us the answer.

Compelled by love, the Father sent the Son and the Son willingly entered this world… as a baby.

Jesus came… to live among us.

He came… to make God known.

He came… to live the life humanity had been unable to and couldn’t.
He came… to give his life in sacrifice for us.
He came to end the reign of darkness, sin and death.
The favor of God is expressed… to all human beings… through the person of Jesus Christ.

Every person on earth can experience God’s favor; they can have their sins forgiven and be made alive spiritually, if…they will receive Jesus as the Leader of their Life and the Forgiver of their sin.

There is however, a secondary understanding of favor. 
The favor of God is expressed towards the person, who having received and believed in Jesus, then in love and gratitude, willingly obeys him.  
As a child and as a teenager, Mary loved God.

She obeyed the Lord in all things.

At fifteen years of age, the direction of her life was set… towards God.
Because Mary loved God, she was faithful to him, in everything, big and little.

This is why she was highly favored.

She delighted in God and he in turn delighted in her.

LIFE CONNECTION
It delights God when our obedience of him, is a response of love.    
It’s the difference between religion and relationship; between duty and love.
Let’s press on into the story.
When Gabriel came to Mary, in addition to telling her she was highly favored, he also assured her God was with her. Luke 1:28.

This assurance is one frequently given by God.
The Lord told Moses… “I will be with you.” Exodus 3:12
The Lord told Joshua… “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.” Joshua 1:5
The Lord said to Gideon… “I am with you, mighty warrior.” Judges 6:12
The Lord told Jeremiah…. “Do not be afraid; for I am with you.” 1:8
Why is this assurance so significant, and so frequently spoken by God to his people? Paul explained in Romans 8:31: 

“If God is for us who can be against us?”
God with us makes all the difference…every time…everywhere.
LIFE CONNECTION:
If you and I were to wait to go with God, until we felt adequate, how long do you think we’d sit on the sidelines?
The experience of God’s help, comes…not before…but when… we in faith step out.
Let’s press on into the story.

What was God’s message to Mary?

Luke 1:31-33.
I don’t think there was any question in Mary’s mind as to who this child would be. 

But that said, she did have a question.
Luke 1:34. 

Was Mary’s question one of doubt? disbelief?
The Bible only records the words she spoke.

We don’t have a snapshot of her facial expressions; or her body language.

We don’t know the intonation of her voice.

Six months earlier Gabriel had appeared to Zechariah. 
Gabriel had told Zechariah, “Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear a son.”
Elizabeth was Mary’s cousin.

Luke tells us that both Zechariah and Elizabeth “were very old.” 
When Zechariah heard this news, he too asked a question – in light of their age.
“How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”

Gabriel’s response to Zechariah and Mary was different.

His response to each of them was influenced by the heart attitude in which they asked their question.
Read Luke 1:19-20.
Zechariah was rebuked by Gabriel. 

But Mary wasn’t.
Read Luke 1:35.
The explanation, given by Gabriel to Mary, of the virgin birth… is stunningly simple, yet incredibly complex.
“The Holy Spirit will come on you.”
“The power of the Most High will overshadow you.”
Read Luke 1:36.
Why did Gabriel mention Elizabeth?

Because...the child to be born to Elizabeth, though not virgin born, was still a miracle child.

When she was younger, Elizabeth couldn’t conceive.
And now? Elizabeth was an old woman; whose body was no longer capable of carrying a child.
But God had intervened in Elizabeth’s life.

And God…would do the same in Mary.

Read Luke 1:37.

God had made many promises in the OT about the coming of his Messiah.
Through the prophet Isaiah God had also promised one would come – “a voice” who would “prepare the way for the LORD” - see Isaiah 40:3.
Gabriel assured Mary,...no word from God ever fails! 
God keeps his promises. If he says something will happen, it will happen.

Upon hearing Gabriel’s explanation and promise, Mary said - Luke 1:38.
The question of who Mary was had been settled. 
She belonged to the Lord.

She lived to serve him.

Through Mary’s response, God teaches us that faith is not a leap into the dark.

The question of what God could ask of Mary had also been settled.

He didn’t force his will on Mary.

She willingly embraced it - “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
God’s will for our lives is not this terrible thing we have to endure.

It is his best.
Faith is not a leap into the darkness, but a step forward in confidence of the One who asks us to go with him.
And where does our Savior go?

Jesus walks into the dark places; he will search after those whose hearts are governed by sin; he will go where there is hurt and conflict, and give peace to those who put their life in his hands.

For us to go with Jesus, is to enter the unknown with him.

And sometimes, like Mary, we will be greatly troubled.

But there is a huge difference between going into the unknown on our own; and going into the unknown with Jesus.

When we go with Jesus, it is then we discover that he is always….enough...

....enough for what he asks us to do...

...enough to overcome our fears
Who ever thought that the life of a 15 year old girl could so incredibly point us to our amazing God and the life he calls us to live with him!!
The Blessing: Psalm 37
Don’t fret because of those who are evil 
or be envious of those who do wrong…

Trust in the Lord and do good…
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