An Unstoppable Movement





 week of May 6, 2018
Acts 5:17-42

What is a favorite book or movie that has multiple layers to it.
Read Acts 5:17-42
Today we will consider the first layer of this story - v.17-18. 

When you have experienced jealousy, what caused it?

What specific things caused the jealousy of the high priest and his associates?

Read Acts 5:12-16.

Big idea: God’s glory must be safe in those through whom he will work in significant ways.
If you had been Peter what would that kind of attention have done to you?

What if people thought you were a miracle worker?
What if, everywhere you went, people were waiting to see you; to touch you; desperately hoping your shadow might touch them?
What do you think would have happened to your heart? Would it have filled with pride?

Would you begin to think, even subtly, that God was lucky to have you on his team?
Interact with C.S. Lewis statement: “Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison [to the sin of pride]. It was through pride that the devil became the devil. Pride leads to every other vice. it is the complete anti-God state of mind.”

Do you agree/disagree and why?
Read 1 Peter 5:5; James 4:6; Proverbs 16:5.
Put in your own words what these verses say.

So, how was it that Peter was not consumed by pride?

How was God able to use him in the incredible ways he did – that every sick person who came to him and the apostles…was healed?
Reviewed the details of when heart surgery was done on Peter.

Read and interact with Luke 22:54-62.

On the night, when Jesus was crushed by the anticipation of the enormity of the sin that would be placed upon him the following day… Peter too was crushed by the enormity of the sin that was within him. After Peter denied Jesus three times, the rooster crowed, and the Scripture says, Jesus “looked straight at Peter.”  That look…was the moment when Peter saw the darkness in his own soul; when he began to realize just how depraved he was. The Scripture says Peter left the courtyard of the high priest and “wept bitterly.
The next three days were agony for Peter. It was painful as that deep root of pride within his heart was ripped out.

What particularly catches your attention about the things that happened to Peter?

What do you think happened in Peter between that night and resurrection morning?

Why do you think Peter didn’t commit suicide as Judas did?

Read and interact with John 21:15-23.

What particularly catches your attention?

At the very place where Jesus had first said to Peter, “come, follow me,” Jesus, for a second time, extended to him the invitation, John 21:19: “follow me.” In love Peter was disciplined, and when Peter turned back (Luke 22:32) in grace he was restored. After this, Peter was not a perfect man; nor was he a sinless man. But he was… a surrendered man.

God’s discipline had produced in him what Hebrews 12:10-11 promises.
Read through these verses and interact with them.
Do you see; do you better understand now, why Peter when he walked those streets lined with sick people, who were all waiting for him…wasn’t tempted to claim credit for what God was doing through him? Peter was convinced of what Paul would later write about in his first letter to the church at Corinth, 4:7: “What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” God’s glory was safe with Peter. Peter knew that what was happening through him was of God.

We are reminded in this story that the Holy Spirit does not live to exalt us. He is active and committed to make one person known. He doesn’t point people to us; he points people to Jesus. If our energies and efforts are motivated and driven by pride to build a name for ourselves, then we cannot expect the Holy Spirit to help us - we’re on our own. If God’s glory is not safe with us; then neither will God’s power be given to us. And neither will he work through our lives in extraordinary ways! If you and I need a platform; if we need a spotlight; if you and I need things to be done our way; if we don’t have a teachable spirit; if the glory of Jesus hasn’t gripped our mind and heart; if the applause of Jesus is not enough for you and I; if we need to be noticed; if there are areas in our life where sinful pride is manifesting; if we are taking offense at others; if we are gossiping; if we are cherishing old sin habits and resisting the Spirit’s voice…. then we are not safe for the Spirit to work through us in mighty ways.

Interact with the above paragraph. Do you agree/disagree and why?
Just as it was with Peter, God’s goodness motivates him to actively work in our lives 
to discipline us when needed so as to make us a people… through whom his glory can be displayed.
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