A Eu-catastrophic Moment					May 26, 2019
Acts 9:1-9
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Feedback


Read Acts 9:1-2; 8:3
Based on what these verses say, what kind of person was Saul?
Feedback

In many Bibles, there is a title above chapter 9.
What does your Bible say?
“The Conversion of Saul”

We need to ask - what does this word mean?
We all know what metamorphosis is.
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Does the word “conversion” mean Saul “metamorphized” from a bad person into a good person?

Saul did bad things – he murdered people.
But it isn’t as black and white as we might think.
I need to remind you that Saul was also what many would consider to be… a really good person.

Look at Acts 22:3 and Philippians 3:5-6
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It’s confusing isn’t it – a good person who was bad?
Is this why Saul need to be converted?

Last week, Aaron Eime reminded us of how important it is to understand the Jewish roots of our faith.

The Bible tells us that Saul was a Pharisee – see Philippians 3:5.
What does that mean?
As a Pharisee, for Saul, the study of the Scripture, along with prayer and meditation, would have been a daily routine, and a lifelong endeavor.
Under Gamaliel, his teacher, Saul would have memorized massive sections of the Hebrew Scriptures, or what we call, the Old Testament.

In the time when Saul lived, devout Jews like him, often meditated on the vision of God found in Ezekiel 1.
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Many devout Jews, in Saul’s day, longed to have a vision of the glory of the Lord similar to the one Ezekiel had.

Read Acts 9:3a.
Once he had the necessary letters from the high priest, Saul left Jerusalem and journeyed to Damascus.
[image: Image result for jerusalem to damascus in bible times]
The distance from Jerusalem to Damascus is 250 kilometers.
It is 273 km to Campbell River.
To us, 250 kms doesn’t seem like a long journey.
But in Saul’s day, a trip like that would take at least a week…. Because he would travelled by foot.

What did Saul do as he walked?
Undoubtedly, he talked with some of his travelling companions.
He would have admired the scenery.
But I am also certain that as Saul walked, he prayed and thought and meditated upon Scripture – maybe even Ezekiel 1.

When the journey was almost over, as Saul neared Damascus, look what happened: read Acts 9:3b-9.

Jesus appeared to Saul and Saul’s life was forever changed. 
Can you imagine Saul’s shock… when he heard the voice, who spoke to him, say: 
“I am Jesus.”

Everything Saul had constructed in his mind – his world-view, his knowledge of God and God’s ways and purposes – in a moment, it was all shattered.

There are hundreds of passages in the Old Testament that speak of the Messiah, the Christ, foretelling who he would be and what he would do. 
As a Pharisee, Saul knew theses passages.

He knew what God had said through Moses: 
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He knew what God had said to David: 
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He knew what God had said through Isaiah:
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He knew what God had said through David: 
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How could Saul not have realized what was now so clear to him? 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ – he was the prophet like Moses; he was the King who now sat on David’s throne forever…. and he was….the suffering servant Isaiah had spoken of – the One upon whom the LORD laid the sin of all humankind.           NT Wright, Acts for Everyone, p.138-141.

When Jesus appeared to Saul, this was a eu-catastrophic moment.

As Saul knelt before Jesus, he realized, he had committed unspeakable crimes against the Messiah of God, and his people.
But in the same moment, Saul was enveloped by a love so great, so profound, so deep, so wide, so high, that he was forever captivated by the beauty and grace of the One who had come to him.

This word – eu-catastrophe – was coined by JRR Tolkien.
[image: ]
What Tolkien did was affix the Greek prefix eu, meaning good, to catastrophe.
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For Tolkien, a eu-catastrophe was a sudden turn of events, where good, unexpectedly breaks into hopeless, desperate situations.

This happened several times in Tolkien’s trilogy, Lord of the Rings.
· the arrival of the eagles as unexpected rescuers. 
· when all hope was lost… when victory seemed assured for Sauron… the One Ring was finally cast into Mount Doom and forever destroyed

In the ongoing work of Jesus that he is carrying out in this world, through his church, a eucatastrophe comes about by God’s will and purpose.

The conversion of Saul was a catastrophe of goodness for both Saul and Jesus’ church.

When Saul saw Jesus, if his life had been demanded of him for the crimes he had committed, Saul would have understood his sentence to be just.
But to be pardoned??? 
To be embraced by such great love???
To be welcomed home??? 
That was a eucatastrophe.

If God had struck Saul dead outside of Damascus, the people who follow Jesus wouldn’t have been shocked.
They too would have understood that God had acted justly.
But to stop the persecutor by saving him?
That was a eucatastrophe. 

This passage reminds us that God doesn’t save bad people; nor does he save good people.
God saves spiritually dead people – and no matter who the person is, the salvation of Jesus is always a eucatastrophe.
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Who is being described here in Ephesians 2?
Saul is writing this letter and so yes, he is describing himself.
But it wasn’t just Saul, and others like him since, who are spiritually dead.
Saul is describing all humans.

This is what God had said through Isaiah the prophet.
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Saul had thought he was righteous.
But who doesn’t think of themselves as being a good person.

But when Saul saw Jesus, he knew he was….by nature deserving of [God’s] wrath. 
That’s the bad news of the gospel of Jesus.

But at the very same instance, Saul realized Jesus had not appeared to take his life, but to save him. Why? 
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Why would Jesus save a man like Saul?
Because Jesus loved him.
Because Jesus is rich…in mercy and grace.
Because Jesus is kind.
This is what put Saul face-down on the ground.

John Newton said:
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This is what left Saul in such awe that he could not eat or drink for three days.
This is why when Ananias came to him and prayed that his eyes be opened and that his life be filled with the Holy Spirit, that the very first thing Saul did… was to be baptized and in doing so, to publicly identify himself with Jesus.

Saul would later write to the church in Rome, 2:4, and say this to them: 
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When Saul saw Jesus, and experienced his kindness, mercy and grace, he turned from the life he had been living, he repented – and he turned his life towards Jesus, and put his trust in him.

As in faith he did so, the same power which God used to raise the dead body of Jesus, brought to life Saul’s dead heart and spirit.

When one is converted as Saul was; when one is saved, they are reconciled to God – they are brought back into relationship with God; knowing him as their Father; knowing God the Son as their Savior; knowing God the Holy Spirit as their ever-present Helper.

Through Jesus, a person is saved from their sin and…they are saved to be in relationship with the Triune God.
We are saved from…and we are saved to.

When you hear some people in our culture speak of their good outweighing the bad they’ve done, they often refer to this reckoning as happening when???
At the end of their life, after death.
[image: Related image]

If one lives their entire life without Jesus, this will happen; they will answer to God for what they have done with their life.
And they will discover, too late, that there is no one righteous; no one who does sufficient good; that all have sinned and missed God’s mark; that the wages of sin is death.

But what we see in the case of Saul, and it is true… of all who know and follow Jesus, that he has saved us; in the here and now; in the middle of the life we’re living.

Right now, in this present time, for all who come in faith to Jesus, their sins are not held against them. How can this be?
Because Jesus the Righteous One, when he offered up his life on the cross, paid the spiritual debt of the world of humanity.
The LORD laid on him the iniquity of us all.

This how the guilty are forgiven and converted, made new and welcomed home… because of Jesus.

When was your eucatastrophic moment?
Mine happened on September 18, 1971.
A foolish teenager who thought he could find purpose and meaning in the occult, in the drug culture, in communism, was found by the same beautiful Savior who found Saul outside of Damascus. 

If you haven’t come to Jesus… today can be your eucatastrophe.
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If God’s Spirit is making Jesus known to you; if he is tugging on your heart, please don’t ignore him; put him off.
The Bible speaks this warning, which is also an encouragement:
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your heart….”

I urge you to come home to Jesus…right now.
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1 Samuel 7:12-14a
When your days are over 



and you rest with your ancestors, 
I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 



your own flesh and blood,
and I will establish his kingdom.



He is the one who will build a house for my Name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.



I will be his father, and he will be my son.
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