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January 10, 16
Genesis 7:16

This year as we study the Scripture together each Sunday, I want to share with you specifics of how to study the Bible. It’s important for us to do that as we would pursue after maturity in our faith.
There were a group of Jewish people whom Paul visited on his second missionary journey. These people lived in a town called Berea. When Paul shared with them the good news concerning Jesus, they did something every day that serves as an example to us. 
Acts 17:11: …[they] examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. The scriptures were the plumb line against which they evaluated and checked everything. 
Do you agree or disagree (and why) that the bible is no ordinary book. 
Why is that?
2 Peter 1:20-21: Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Above all…

In his second letter, there were things Peter wanted his audience to know about Jesus and the salvation God had provided in him. But there was something of utmost importance, something “above all” that Peter wanted his readers to know.

A few verses earlier he wrote: 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  

17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
The good news of Jesus as told in the Bible is not a cleverly devised story; nor is it some ‘prophet’s own interpretation of what they saw or were told.
Peter wanted his readers to know ‘above all’…. that the Bible doesn’t just contain; but that the Bible is God’s words; that it is God’s primary means of speaking to us.

* So how are we to understand the role of the human writers? 
* How can we be confident that this book is God’s thoughts and words and not some individual’s musings about God?
Peter explained: [the] prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
The Greek word for "carried along" in 2 Peter 1:21 is used twice used in 
Acts 27:15-17: 
The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along. 16 As we passed to the lee of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able to make the lifeboat secure, 
17 so the men hoisted it aboard. Then they passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it together. Because they were afraid they would run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be driven along.
In this account, those experienced sailors could not navigate the ship. Rather the wind drove the ship. The wind directed where the ship went.
We are meant to understand that in a similar way the Holy Spirit carried; that is, he directed the human writers of the Bible to express exactly what he wanted communicated. 
The human writers of the Bible used their minds, but the Holy Spirit carried them along in their thinking so that only His God-breathed words were recorded.
This is what was meant when David wrote in 2 Samuel 23:2: The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; his word was on my tongue.  
This is what Paul meant when he said in Acts 28:25: The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your ancestors when he said through Isaiah the prophet…
As the Sovereign Holy Spirit carried along the prophets, he directed them in their word choices and the phrasing which they used; he provided them with historical details which no human could know regarding who God is, what he had done and what his will is. 
He also made known to them what God was doing in the present and what God would do in the future in order that they might this news on to people. This is how God spoke through his prophets.
Both John Calvin and John Piper say that in the reading of this Bible we hear the voice of God.
[Picture of Bible – hold up my Bible]   

These are his words. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17: All Scripture is God-breathed… 
This verse contains the only usage in the Bible of the Greek word theopneustos, which is made from two words, theos, the word for God, and, pneustos, the word for breath or wind.
It is significant that ‘theopneustos’ is used in 2 Timothy 3:16 in the passive voice. What does that mean? 
2 Timothy 3:16 is not about how the Bible came to us but where it came from. The Scriptures are “God-breathed.”

These two acts of God —                                                                                            “breathing out His Word” and                                                                                               “carrying the writers along by the Spirit” —                                                                              explain why and how the Bible is no ordinary book.
The Holy Spirit moved men to write. He allowed them to use their own styles, cultures, language and character. He allowed them to use the results of their own study and research; to write of their own experiences; and to express what was in their minds. 
At the same time, the Holy Spirit did not allow error to influence their writings. He overruled in the expression of thought and in the choice of words.  In this way, the writers recorded accurately all God wanted them to say and exactly how He wanted them to say it.

The Bible has one Author and many human writers.
There is another thing we need to state about the Bible that is important to know when we study it.

God intentionally used different literary styles – letter, poetry, wisdom, genealogical, law, gospel, prophecy, apocalyptic prophecy, historical narrative, and parable... in order to communicate.
A person may ask, “Why did God use all these different literary styles? 
And the answer is…that’s just who God is.

God could have created just one tree; just one flower; just one fruit or vegetable, just one kind of cat or dog or fish, etc., etc., etc. 

But he didn’t. That’s because God loves variety.  
When it came to God communicating with humanity, in the words of Hebrews 1, he spoke through the prophets at many times and in various ways.

Whenever we study a book of the bible we need to ask what kind of literature is it. 
This question is important because its answer will help us to know how to rightly read a particular book and how to interpret it correctly.
So as we come back to our study in Genesis we need to ask: 
what kind of literature is the book of Genesis?
It is historical. And the purpose of historical literature is to describe events that actually happened.
It’s been some months since we studied in Genesis. 
Let me recap where we left off.

We had reached the story of Noah and the flood.

We learned that 969 years before the first drops of rain fell on the earth, God had spoken warning through Enoch that unless humanity turned away from their practice of sin and turned towards God… judgment would come.

The final 100 years before the flood, Noah acted as a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5). 
Noah loved God and walked with God. 
As he built the ark in obedience to God, his life and words communicated to the people of his generation. 
But no one took seriously God’s warning; nor the way of escape he provided. Life went on as usual right until the day the rains began.

When we read of this catastrophe, it is the wrong question to ask – how could God destroy all life on earth as he did? 
The right question is – why did people refuse to take God seriously? 
Why did they ignore him? Why didn’t they go into the ark?
We studied other passages in the Bible that speak of the character of God. And they assure us that God is not some blood-thirsty deity.
Ezekiel 33:11: As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from evil ways! Why will you die?
Jonah 4:2: I knew that you are a gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.
Romans 11:22: Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God…
2 Peter 3:9: He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Do you remember the quote I shared with you written by Paul Copan?
God is a worship-worthy Cosmic Authority who, though good, is not safe. 
He cannot be manipulated through offering or incantations, nor can he be domesticated or controlled. He is good and kind, but he is also fierce and untamable.
The story of the flood reveals the goodness and kindness of God, as well as his fierceness and untamability. It is a foolish thing to ignore God.
There is one emphasis I want to make today that comes out of Genesis 7.

Read verses 1-16.

It’s that last phrase we want to focus in on: then the Lord shut him in.
What does that mean?

Noah had followed the instructions God gave to him regarding the size and make up of the boat, including where to put the openings that would function as windows and where to put its door.
The ark had one door – 6:16.

Through that one door all the creatures came – 7:9.

Through that one door Noah and his family came – 7:13.

We’re not told whether Noah had engineered a way to close the door.

But according to God… that detail is not an important one.

the detail God wants us to know is that… he shut Noah in.

In other words, it was God who closed the door of the ark.

Why is that significant?

It wasn’t Noah who decided, “Time’s up.”

It was God.

Noah didn’t close the door… because it wasn’t his call to do so.

This incident reminds us that God is the Sovereign One who determines the times. Acts 17:26: From one man he made all the nations that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.
What God does with the nations, he also does with our individual lives.

David wrote in Psalm 139:16: …all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
Through David God says it is his decision as to when our lives begin and when they end. And during the days of our life, it is God who gives opportunity for us to turn and return to him. 
We don’t know how many years we’ll live; how long we have to respond to God. But God does. He gives us opportunity and he decides when our opportunity is over.

We are not told if people banged on the door of the ark and pleaded with Noah to open it up, as the waters began to rise.

All we know is that when the door closed, Noah could not open it, until God said to open it.

This historical incident is a warning to every generation of humans – do not ignore God when you hear his voice. 
Do not turn your back on him. 
Do not treat him as if he doesn’t matter.

This is a warning that was spoken in the time of the OT.

Psalm 95:7b-8a: Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts…
This same warning is repeated in the NT.

Hebrews 3:7b-8a, 15: Today if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts…
To choose to ignore God’s kindness is to choose to face his fierceness.
Because the story of the Bible… is the story of Jesus, this historical incident points forward to Jesus.
Jesus said of himself in John 10:9: I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. Jesus didn’t say, “I am a gate.” He said, “I am the gate.”

Humanity’s way back to God; humanity’s opportunity to escape the wrath that is coming… is through Jesus.

A little further in the gospel of John, 14:6, Jesus stated, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
When it comes to God’s salvation there is only one door; there is only one way to God – and that way is through Jesus.
Consider what Jesus said about this in Luke 13:22-27.

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 
He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 
25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’
As it was in the days of Noah, so it is now. The one difference is that for our generation the door has not yet closed. It is still open.

We know from history that there came a specific day, “the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month,” when judgment began; “when all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.” (Genesis 7:11)
On that day the time of opportunity ended.

We are certain that such a time will come again, when “the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) 

When he does, “the heavens will disappear with a roar, the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.” 

(2 Peter 3:10)
We don’t know when this will happen. What we are certain of, is that today, the door is still open. It will close. But today it is open.

If you haven’t yet entered through the narrow door which is Jesus, I urge you to come to him today. Don’t put it off.

And church, I remind you that this reality and certainty is what compels us in our mission. This is why we invest our resources of time, money and effort in sharing the good news of Jesus and in urging people to come to him.

We are going to worship Jesus in song. I encourage you to use these songs as prayers that express your praise and gratitude and commitment to him.
The Blessing

2 Peter 3:15: 
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…
God’s patience blessed us.

It brought us salvation.

In turn the Lord’s patience continues to bless those who haven’t yet come to him.
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