Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



       February 11, 2018
When Opportunity Knocks, Part Two, Acts 3:11-18
In his autobiography, Just as I Am, Billy Graham tells about a conversation he had with John F. Kennedy shortly after his election. 

“On the way back to the Kennedy house, the president-elect stopped the car and turned to me. 

‘Do you believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?’ he asked. 

‘I most certainly do.’ 

‘Well, does my church believe it?’ 

‘They have it in their creeds.’ 

‘They don’t preach it,’ he said. ‘They don’t tell us much about it. 
I’d like to know what you think.’ 

I explained what the Bible said about Christ coming the first time, dying on the Cross, rising from the dead, and then promising that he would come back again. 

‘Very interesting,’ he said. 

‘We’ll have to talk more about that someday.’ 

And he drove on.” 

God gave Billy Graham an opportunity on that particular day to speak with President Kennedy; and Billy acted upon that opportunity.

Several years later, in February 1963, the two of them met at the National Prayer Breakfast. 

Again, Billy was presented with an opportunity.
“I had the flu,” Graham remembers. 

“After I gave my short talk, and he gave his, we walked out of the hotel to his car together. At the curb, he turned to me. 

‘Billy, could you ride back to the White House with me? I’d like to see you for a minute.’ 
‘Mr. President, I’ve got a fever. Not only am I weak; I don’t want to give you this thing. Could we wait… and talk… some other time?’ 

It was a cold, snowy day, and I was freezing as I stood there without my overcoat.  ‘Of course,’ he said graciously.” 

But we never met again. Later that year, Kennedy was shot dead. 
Graham comments, “His hesitation at the car door, and his request, haunt me still. What was on his mind? Should I have gone with him? It was… an irrecoverable moment.” 
Here’s our big idea for today: When a God given opportunity is seized, it leads to other God opportunities.
Billy Graham’s story confirms this; as does Acts 3.
In the story told by Billy Graham, we are also reminded that being presented with an opportunity, does not automatically mean we will take hold of it.

Is Billy Graham unique?
I was once invited to speak with a lady in Revelstoke who was hours from dying. I wish there had been a better outcome to my interaction with her.
I don’t remember her name; nor what I said to her.

But I do remember that I was at a loss for words.

And I will never forget - the look of terror in her eyes, as death wrapped its clammy hands around her life.
My intent is not to guilt you this morning.

The Acts 3 passage has so much to say that would embolden us in our faith.
Acts 3 reminds us of the great privilege a follower of Jesus has.
Jesus entrusts us to act on his behalf; he puts his reputation in our hands; he lets our mouths speak his truth.

You and I are called by Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit to step into opportunities, like Peter and John did.

And when we do so… we become a dangerous church.
You’re thinking – dangerous? to whom?

CS Lewis once wrote, in reference to himself:
“My prayer is that when I die, all of hell rejoice that I am out of the fight.”
Hells fears a people… who love Jesus… and are on mission with him.

Let me remind you of what has happened so far in Acts 3.
The Father showed Peter and John where he was at work.

And because the power of the Lord was present for Peter and John to heal the sick (see Luke 5:17) a man crippled from birth was healed.    

We must recognize that preceding this opportunity in Acts 3, there had been many other opportunities that these two men had been given.
Since the resurrection; since the day Jesus reinstated Peter; since the day of Pentecost, he and John’s lives had been set in a particular direction – to go with Jesus wherever he led them, to do whatever Jesus asked of them.
In Acts 3, those who saw the miracle, or the result of the miracle (the healed man jumping and praising God in the temple courts) wanted to know… HOW… such a thing had happened. 
As these curious people gathered around, Peter, saw the opportunity he was being given, and he spoke to them of Jesus.
Opportunities come… in all sizes… from small to large.
Was this one given to and taken by Peter, a small or a large one?
I’m going to read for you, in entirety, what Peter said.

As I begin to read, I need someone to start a timer.
We want to take note of how long Peter spoke.

Read Acts 3:12-26.
How long?
Are you surprised?
Do we learn anything here – other than I should be like Peter - ( and teach in under 3 minutes.
I don’t think our first response when we are given and take hold of an opportunity, is to determine, whether it is big or small.
I think there is a real danger in rating opportunities… by size.
Big is not always more important.

Do you remember the parable of the talents? 
Do you remember what the Master said to two of the servants? 
Because you were faithful with… little, I can trust you with… more.

There are two important verses that tell us how to respond to God-given opportunities.

Galatians 6:10 – …as we have opportunity….
Regardless of what the opportunity is – if God has given it to us, then we are to act on his behalf.
Ephesians 5:16 - …make the most of every opportunity…
Some opportunities may not be glamorous or exciting.

They may be… hard to do.
They may… cost us.
They may seem to be… small; of little importance.

But regardless of the opportunity – if God has given it to us, he tells us, we are to put our all into it.

I was surprised this week by something else in this passage that the Holy Spirit showed me.
How many times have you and I prayed to God and said something like this: “Show me your will.” 

How do we think God will show us his will?
Do you realize a God-given opportunity is one of the ways Jesus makes known to us his will?
And when we seize a God opportunity, do you realize this is how we learn to keep in step with the Holy Spirit, as Galatians 5:25 says.
Do you want to know God’s will for your life?

Then watch what opportunities he is placing in front of you.

Do you want to learn to go with; to keep in step with the Spirit? 

Then grab hold of what God is putting in front of you.

God reveals his will to each of us; and to this church – by the opportunities he puts before us.
-> God gave an opportunity to Peter and John – to speak healing to a crippled man. 
-> When they seized that opportunity, it then led them to another - to share the good news of Jesus with people who were curious as to how a lame man now walked. 

-> And when they seized that opportunity – it led to another – to speak of Jesus before the Sanhedrin.
As our big idea says: When a God given opportunity is seized, it leads to other God opportunities.
Next time – we will look at the opportunity God gave to those who listened to Peter.

That opportunity was an invitation for them to change their minds; to change how they thought of Jesus; to change the direction of their lives, which had been moving away from God.
It is important we connect this truth to our lives.

Let me remind you of what God has done among us – how he has made his will known to us as his church; and what has happened as we’ve said yes to God.

I want to tell you about last year.

And then next week, I want to tell you about this year before us.

Last year Jesus presented us with… what we know now… to be two strategic opportunities – Grace Gardens and bringing Maddi on staff.

As we together seized those opportunities, God used our response to move us forward…in becoming the kind of church he wants us to be. 
Sooke Grace Gardens
What did saying yes to Grace Gardens teach us?
That sometimes going with God requires us to run hard to keep up.

The discovery of deep pockets of topsoil increased the size of the garden.

We smile as we remember our original plan - 2 raised boxes, that kept being added to… and added to… until we arrived at…what is out there now.

Because of the generosity of people in this church and in the community of Sooke – in time and finances - we were able to build Grace Gardens to the point that it is now at.

When Jesus’ people “seek the peace and prosperity of the city where they live,” as Jeremiah 29:7 says, it is not enough… to just pray.

We are to pray…and then act… as we are able… to help in tangible ways to meet the needs of people in our city.

And for us, here at SBC, our God-given opportunity was to build fences and boxes, fill those boxes with dirt, plant seeds, water and then harvest vegetables that were given… without charge… to our Food Network partners.  

Years earlier, some people from this church stepped into the opportunity of Big House Breakfast. And through that opportunity, along with providing healthy food, relational connections have been, and still are being made where the love of Jesus is shown and shared.
Big House Breakfast was our first step.
God showed us in the opportunity of Grace Gardens what was our next.
Through these ministries of compassion, we are telling to our community the better story of Jesus.
Our other strategic opportunity was hiring Maddi.
We all understand that our faith must be passed on to the next generation.

We believe that Christianity is one generation away from extinction.

For those of us who follow Jesus, at some point in our lives, somebody told us about Jesus.

And now, it falls to us – to do the same.

When we hired Maddi, we declared… that we intend to be a church that loves kids and youth, and will purposefully share Jesus with them, and their families.
Did you know that this present generation is now the largest generation under the age of 25 that we have seen in a long time?
Dr. James White has done extensive research on them and he shared the following observations.

They are marked by a strong desire to make a difference.

They believe they have to rescue their world.

They are Wi-Fi connected – they were the first who’ve never had to adapt to the internet.

They are NOT socially conservative.

They are sexually fluid.

Their greatest value is independent freedom.

They profoundly feel their spiritual emptiness.

They are unchurched.

They are illiterate biblically.

They have no absolutely no memory of the gospel.

This is who… God has called this church to reach!!!!!
Do you sense the enormity of the opportunity that God is putting before us?
We know that in saying yes – it will cost us – in time and in money.

But that’s how it is with God opportunities – they articulate what matters to God; and where he wants us to be… and what he wants us to do.

When we say yes to a God-given opportunity, it determines our priorities.

As a church, we must remember – and never forget – what it is like to not know Jesus; what it is like to live with the burden of guilt; what it is like to try and find identity and purpose by the things owned; or the experiences had; or the gender chosen.

In Jesus there is life to the full – and it’s not just the present generation that is hunger and thirty for this life. 
God said of every generation that lives apart from him: “…they have dug for themselves cracked cisterns that can hold no water at all.” Jeremiah 2:13

The evidences of spiritual starvation and thirst are everywhere in our culture.
O may God fill our hearts with compassion… for those who are spiritually thirsty and hungry.
O may God place in us… an urgency – to gossip the good news of Jesus.
The opportunities Jesus places before us – define the mission he has for us as a church. 
Church isn’t about us.

This church exists for the glory of God.
Our Jesus is a searching Savior.

There are many from Sooke – who are not here yet.

And the passion of his heart…is that through us, they would be found.

This is why we invest – our time, talent, gifting and resources - as we do.
As we enter into a time to respond – both individually, and as a church – listen…carefully… to what the Spirit is saying.
His work is to lead us to not just know, but to live the truth.

We invite you to come to one of the prayer teams, if they can pray with you and for you, as you respond to the truth; as you say yes to Jesus.
            The Table

… invite Jesus, to place in our hearts… his urgency… for a generation that doesn’t know him.
            Jesus Messiah

…to be a people, who, because of love, spend our lives on Jesus.
            O Praise The Name
… to gain Christ is the treasure of greatest worth
The Blessing
Philippians 3:7-9a.

May we be blessed to be a dangerous church for the glory of our Savior Jesus!!!!!
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