Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues

 
    week of March 11, 2018
Acts 3:20-26: The Restoration of Everything
Life Group Discussion Questions
What things, to you, are irreplaceable?

Read Acts 3:17-26.

Big idea: through Jesus, God will restore… everything.

The first time Jesus came to the earth was to accomplish what needed to be done in order to deal with humanity’s sin and to rescue us from the power of the devil. 

Read the scriptures below. Identify and discuss what Jesus did.

Regarding humanity’s sin – Jesus came:

1 John 3:16; 2:2.
1 John 1:9.
1 John 5:1.
1 John 5:13; 4:9.
Regarding the one who has blinded the minds of human beings and taken humanity captive to do his will – Jesus came:
1 John 5:18.
1 John 3:8.
Hebrews 2:14.
John 12:31.
The resurrection of Jesus was the definitive proof that he was who he said he was, and that he had done what he had been sent to earth to do.
So why then, did Jesus, forty days after his resurrection, leave the earth? 
Why, after his ascension, did the Father choose, as v.21 says, that Jesus would “remain in heaven;” that there would be a long, deliberate delay between Jesus’ victory over sin, death and the devil, and him “restoring all things,” as promised long ago through God’s holy prophets? Read and interact with the answer Jesus gave to this question - Matthew 13:31-33.

Psalm 110:2 speaks of a surprising and puzzling reality: “…you will rule in the midst of your enemies.” This verse tells us that the resurrected Jesus, from heaven, rules over the earth, and he does so in the midst of his enemies. It is important to keep this reality before you as you read another parable given by Jesus. It builds; it adds on to...what Psalm 110 describes.

Read and interact with Matthew 13:24-30. 
See also the explanation given in v.36-43. The scenario described in this story is surprising and puzzling - why would the man in the parable not get rid of the seed his enemy had sown?  Why would he permit the work of his enemy to grow in the midst of his own work?
Upon Jesus’ return, all will appear before him. See Matthew 25. Each person’s life will be evaluated as to what they have done, (Revelation 20:12); but not in the sense that the good and the bad that each has done will be placed on some kind of a scale; and if the good outweighs the bad, then one lives with God and if the bad outweighs the good, one lives apart from God. 
According to Revelation 20:15, the most important factor on that day of accountability… will be... what?
On this day of accountability, the evil one and all who are with him; the ones who’ve blinded the minds of humanity and taken them captive to do his will, will be sentenced by Jesus for their crimes, and be exiled into a place from which they can no longer wreak havoc and corrupt; a place from which there is no escape.  
Exile will also be the destiny of all whose names are not recorded in the book of life; who chose to hate God and who wanted nothing to do with him.  Their sentence will grant them their wish. 
In what ways does the word “exile” help our understanding of what hell is?

On that day of accountability, on the day Jesus returns, everything that was broken; stolen; ruined... will be made new. John, who was with Peter on that day in the temple, years later in a vision was permitted by God to foresee this day of renewal. He heard the voice of the One seated on the throne, who said, “I am making everything new! Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21:5.
In the eyes of God, you are I are not disposable. We are created in the image of God, as are all human beings. Our value is not because of what we do or what we own or skills we may possess or power we may have... Our value is because of whose we are. And though we have been ruined by sin, we are of such value to God that he acted to do everything necessary to rescue and to restore us. 
I encourage you to be attentive as you read the scriptures – to watch for this theme of God restoring everything.  It is everywhere!
Read Romans 8:18-23.
How does the creation wait? What is the creation waiting for?
What has happened to the creation? Why did this happen? 
See Genesis 3:17-18.
Why did God do this? Note the phrase “in hope.” Hope of what?
Those who follow Jesus, have been given a new identity – we are children of God. But what we will be… is not yet seen. Read 1 John 3:2.
When our redemption is complete, when we are freed from the presence of sin within us and our bodies are transformed to be like the glorious body of Jesus, at that very moment, on the day Jesus returns, the creation will also be liberated from its bondage to decay.  The freedom and glory that will be ours… will also be experienced by the creation.  And while it will be different than it is for us, the salvation of Jesus will nonetheless, touch the creation – making all that is broken new. 

When God finished creating, Genesis 1:31 says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” The world in which we live is breath-takingly beautiful; the design and complexity of how everything works together is beyond our comprehension. 
The sheer abundance of species – be it trees, flowers, animals, birds, fish, fruit, vegetables… is extraordinarily surprising. But all you and I have known is a creation that is broken. When Jesus return, it will be restored. The splendor that once was, will again be.
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